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Taliban 1 Fre e Abducted Indians Afghan Leader Faces Fresh Challenge to His Vision 



24-Two Indian several recent attacks. 


Dec 24-Two Indian 
workers kidnapped by 
suspected Taleban 

lighters in Afghanistan 
have been released. 

The Indians were 
kidnapped on 6 December 
in troubled Zabul 
province in the south-east 
of the country. They were 
working on a road 
network project linking 
Kabul and the main 
southern city of 
Kandahar. 

The highway, which was 
formally opened last 
week by Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai, 
has been the lareet of 


"We have good news from 
our security people. The 
two Indians are safe and 
sound and have been 
released," Afghan foreign 
ministry spokesman Omar 
Sainad told Reuters. 

The workers will be 
handed over to the Indian 
embassy in Kabul, a senior 
Afghan official said. 

It is not clear if the 
abductors had made any 
demands in exchange for 
their release and if any 
such concessions were 
offered. The Indians are 
employed by an Indian 


company contracted by the 
Louis Berger Group, the 
American company 

leading the reconstruction 
of the highway. 

Earlier this month, a 
Pakistani engineer was 
killed and an Afghan 
worker wounded in an 
incident in the province of 
Ghazni. Five armed men 
were arrested in 
connection with the attack. 

In late October a Turkish 
engineer working along 
the same Kabul-Kandahar 
highway was kidnapped 
by the Taliban. 

He was later released. The 
release of the Indians 
comes even as a 


Dec 22—KABUL presidential elections in 

(Reuters) - Interim June next year. 
Afghan leader Hamid 

Karzai laced a fresh Opponents of Karzai, who 
challenge to his vision ol j s expected to contest the 
a stiong presidential elections and win. say the 
system Monday when his draft constitution is tailor- 
top security adviser called made for him. 
for greater power for 

patliament. But members of minority 

ethnic groups, mainly drawn 
As a constitutional from the anti-Taliban 
assembly prepared for Northern Alliance which 
closing exchanges, helped the U.S. military 

General Abdul Rashid to PP* e tlu ' hard-line Islamic 
Dostum, an ethnic Uzbek re § ime in 2001. are arguing 


and military strongman 
from the north, said he 
would favor handing 
parliament more powers 
than those envisaged in a 
dial l constitution. 

"Any constitution will be 


for a stronger parliament 
and a post of prime 
minister. 

Delegates and government 
ministers sporting 

traditional Afghan dress 
reflecting the country's 


successful if it has the et hnic diversity said that 
consent of the people." the toughest phase of the 


said Dostum, wearing a 
long green and blue cloak 
in the huge white tent set 
up on a Kabul college 


assembly w'as yet to come. 

"The real battle is ahead." 
said one minister, who asked 


people. 

Another sensitive issue j 
will be language. The draft 
states that Pashto, spoken 
by the largest ethnic 
Pashtun group, and Dari 
spoken by Tajiks, will be the 
two official languages. The 
national anthem will be sung 
in Pashto, it adds. 

But smaller groups, 
including Uzbeks like 
Dostum, Turkmens and 
Baluch say they are being 
alienated. 

"Due to their sacrifices, they 
(Uzbeks and Turkmens) have 
the right to their languages 
being included along with 
the languages of our Tajik 
and Pashtun brothers." 
Dostum told reporters. 

Kar7.ai is from the largest 
ethnic Pashtun group. 


1 

... . . .. .- ""f- ••>..»- win .-wi - Karzai appears confident of 

traditional loya jirga or up on a Kabu | c0 | lege "aid one minister, who asked having a final constitution 

grand council of tribal. campus for the Loya Jirga. nt)t to he named - He was close to the draft he 

ethnic and provincial Assembly. (W . l . !1Ki<in!1 ,.„ Kl .,. ■. favors, and delegates sav 


ethnic and provincial 
representatives are 
meeting in Kabul to 
debate and ratify the 
country's new constitution. 


We know our people's 
demands. We want a 
parliamentary system." 


has occasionally broken into 
loud exchanges. over 


that needing only 



Rodcet Strike onjabglji 


and pave the way for 


presidential 

power. 

simple 

majority 

his 

The 502 

delegates. 

supporters 

are in 

the 

including 114 

women, will 

driving 


seat. 

define the role of Islam in 

But any 

walkout 

by 

Afghanistan and the rights 

dissenters 

would 

be 

of women in 

this deeply 

damaging 

to his credibility 

conservative 

Muslim 

both among Afghans 

and 

country of 

2X million 

abroad. 




Dec 23—Two rockets 
hit a residential area in 
the north of the Afghan 
capital, Kabul, late on 
Sunday. 

They landed several 
kilometres from the site 
where hundreds of 
delegates at the loya 
jirga (grand council) are 
debating Afghanistan’s 
new constitution. 

A house was damaged 
in the attack, but there 
were no injuries. 

The authorities in 
Kabul and Nato-led 
peacekeeping forces say 
remnants of the former 
Taliban want to disrupt 
the historic meeting. 

On Sunday, the new US 
commander in 

Afghanistan outlined a 
major change of 
strategy to improve 
security in areas where 
Taliban guerrillas 


continue to operate. 

General David Barno 
said US bases would be 
set up in the south-east, 
where the violence has 
forced international aid 
agencies to pull out. 

He said the move would 
also open the way for 
landmark elections next 
year. 

«• 

His comment came as 
the loya jirga appeared to 
have made progress on 
agreeing key 

constitutional issues. 


aid delivery. 


lags US Issues BalirainAttack \Varnino 

r *~~j measures and report an 1 


The attacks have also 
threatened to undermine 
the reconstruction 

efforts by the US-backed 
Afghan Government. 

General Barno said that 
by March next year 
there would be at least 
12 civilian-military units 
Provisional 
Reconstruction Teams 
(PRT) - operating in 
Afghanistan, including 
deployments in the 
troubled regions of 
Zabul and Oruzgan. 


as 

24—The United 


. S 

"•V-W ■. J * >4 


United States 


measures and report any 
suspicious activity. 

Reuters news agency 
reported. 

Intelligence indicated that 
militants - possibly linked 
to the al-Qaeda network - 
had infiltrated the country 
and completed 

preparations for an attack, 
the Associated Press news 
agency reported, quoting 
leaked police documents. 


Delegates reportedly 
agreed in principle to 
back a strong presidential 
system supported by 
Afghan interim President 
Hamid Karzai. 

The spate of recent 
attacks has forced the 
UN and other relief 
agencies to leave some 
areas, seriously affecting 


So far, the nine PRT units 
have been operating in 
relatively secure regions of 
Afghanistan. On Saturday, 
the US envoy to 
Afghanistan, Zalmay 
Khalilzad, said it appeared 


States Government says it Government has received leaked police documents. 
Ilas received a "specific" terrorist threat information 

tlueat ol a possible attack specific to Bahrain," the The city's popular 
against American AFP news agency quoted it Akmerkez shopping mall 

interests in Bahrain. as saying. was specifically 

mentioned as a possible 

It has warned US citizens "The US embassy in target, police added, 

to avoid places in the Manama encourages all 

Gulf kingdom frequented American citizens to avoid More than 60 people were 

by Westerners.- places where Westerners killed in Istanbul last 


It has warned US citizens "The US embassy in 
to avoid places in the Manama encourages all 
Gull kingdom frequented American citizens to avoid 
by Westerners, places where Westerner 


by Westerners, places where Westerners killed in Istanbul last 

are known to congregate month in two waves of 

In Turkey, police warned and to reduce unnecessary suicide bombings which 

ol possible attacks on US travel. targeted two synagogues 

and Israeli interests and - and British interests. 


of possible attacks on US travel, 
and Israeli interests and 

urged people to be The island state of Bahrain, 
vigilant. with a population of 

724,000, is a key US ally in 


’ --- — WkZ Ull » 111 

that President Karzai was The Bahrain alert comes the region and home to the 
winning support for the a ^ tci c ' t ' es across the US US Navy's Fifth Fleet. 


. - , . . . . lightened security amid 

controversial presidential ... J 

intelligence warnings of In Turkey, police warned 

system allci a week of attacks. The warning was several private businesses 

debates at the loya jirga. j issued by the US embassy and banks in Istanbul to 

_[ in the capital,'Manama. beef up their security 


Iran has also stepped up 
security around several 
foreign embassies in 
Tehran - including those 
of Switzerland. Britain and 
Turkey - after receiving 
threats in the name of al- 
Qaeda, the AFP news 
agency reported. 
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Joya: Threats Won’t Stop Me from Speaking 



Loya Jirga delegate Malalai 
Joya, who caused a furor 
with her criticism of Jihadi 
leaders, says even the threat 
of death won't keep her 
front speaking the truth. 

In telephone interview with 
IWPR Monday night and 
Tuesday, 25-year-old Joya 
said Loya Jirga authorities 
have told her that if she 
repeats her statements she 
w ill he expelled. 

Tuesday morning when she 
attended to speak to a group 
of reporters, Qayamuddin 
Kashaf. deputy chairman of 
the Loya Jirga. stopped Joya 
and he told her she doesn't 
have permission it) speak to 
reporters anymore. 

But Joya has no regret about 
her words and says she will 
continue to speak out. 

"I said the facts: I defend it 
and I reckon that this is my 
proven right." she said. 

"Even if it costs my life I 
w ill defend my speech." 

Joya who represents Farah 
province in western 
Afghanistan, is one of the 
•youngest of the 502 

I , fie legates to the Loya Jirga. 
After she made a speech last 

week calling Jihadi leaders 
“Criminals" who 

“Destroyed the country" and 
said they should he put on 
trail, she was accused of 
being a communist and was 
nearly expelled from the 
Loya Jirga. 

Joya said she consider 
herself “A Muslim, a person 
who has suffered, and the 
delegate of a distressed 
nation." 

She was born and raised in 
l arah. and graduated from 
high school. She says she 
chose not to pursue higher 
education because she 
wanted to help other 
Afghans with their primary 
and secondary education. 
But she has studied 
literature, political science 
and history in her free time, 
and hopes some day to 
study literature at university. 

During the Taliban regime 
Joya worked for four years 
in Heart province and 
Peshawar refugee camps, 
helping Afghans who had 
fled fighting and drought. In 
the past year she has 
continued to do social work, 
distributing food and 
medicine, and setting up 
literacy courses in Farah 
province. She now works 
for a charity organization in 
Farah. and runs literacy 
•courses, a health clinic and a 


day care center for 
children.Her father is a 
former Mujahed who lost a 
leg in the fighting against the 
Soviet Union: before that he 
had been a medical student 
through fourth year. Her 
mother, who is uneducated, 
suffer form depression due to 
the severity of her life. Joya 
said. 

Joya herself is unmarried 
because, she says, men are 
dominant in society. 

She told IWPR that she was 
trying to make three points in 
her speech: “First, these 
warlords should have been 
tried, and if found innocent 
then they could come to the 
Loya Jirga. Second, the 
composition of the Loya Jirga 
is not appropriate - all Jihadi 
and powerful people have 
dome. And third. the 
environment is not 
democratic." 

Although Jova spoke for less 
then two minutes, her speech 
caused some Jihadi delegate 
to leap to their feet, shouting 
"Death to communism" and 
"Alloa Akbar [God is great 1.” 
Loya Jirga chairman 
Sibghutullah Mujadidi at first 
tried to remove Joya from the 
assembly, but hacked down 
when other delegates 
objected. Joya was then asked 
to apologize, but she stood 
her ground and would not 
retract her accusations. 

She says that inside the Loya 
Jirga hall many women had 
the same ideas as she did. and 
they wanted to leave the hall 
in support of her. but they did 
not because "fear, power and 
| men who control | guns were 
dominant.” 

Joya said the draft 
constitution is unclear and 
much too vague about 
women's rights, and that it 
doesn't directly address the 
problem of women. 

She also is advocating that 
higher education should 
remain free, and that the 
national anthem should be 
rewritten to include many 
languages in kind of poem for 
national unity. 

She was originally assigned 
to the committee headed by 
Burhanuddin Rabani. former 
president in the mujahedin 
era. asked to be reassigned to 
a committee with a 
“democratic person who 
believes in equal rights" as 
the chair. 

In this group, she said, she 
has been able to speak freely. 

She denied the claims that she 


has been a member of a 
radical women’s group or 
any political party. 

It is not only radical groups' 
or political groups that are 
brave or want to accuse 
former jihadi leaders ol 
crimes, she said. “Not one 
Afghan women has gone 
without suffering." she said. 

Joya is one of the tw f o female 
delegates of Farah province. 
She got 48 votes out of 135 
women's votes, first among 
eight candidates. 

She wants to write books 
about her people and society. 
She has been keeping notes 
about her experiences and 
the stories of ordinary 
Afghans she has met. 

Something so highly of Joya 
that they want to give her the 
title of “the second Malalai." 
Malalai is a famous 19"' 
century Afghan woman who 
is credited with turning the 
tide in the battle of Maiwand. 
against the British. When the 
morning of the began with 
the numerous casualties and 
Afghan began surrendering 
or running away. Malalaie 
took up a sward to fight the 
British herself, singing an 
Afghan song, 
her countrymen 
lighting. 

The title makes Joya happy, 
since she is proud to bear the 
name of Maiwand Malalai. 
"All of my family is proud ol 
me and agrees w ith me - but 
my mother is worried about 
me." she told IWPR. 

She says that other Malalais 
in Afghanistan want to speak 
out. but they have been 
slopped by threats. Joya 
hopes that hearing'her words 
will encourage others to raise 
their voice. 

Jovas's foes. however, 
believe that her words were 
on offence to Islam and 
jihad. Some have called her 


Joya had been staying in the 
women's dorm at the 
Polytechnic, but she is now 
staying in the city in an 
undisclosed location with 
extra protection from private 
security and Afghan forces. 

She thanked Afghan 
President Hamid Kar/ai. 
Interior Minister Ali Jalali 
and US Ambassador Zulntai 
Khalil Zad for taking steps to 
ensure her security. 

All three men, she said, told 
her that they admired her 
courage. And all three 
assured her that the freedom 
of speech is the right of all 
Afghans. 


Dec 23—The deadline 
expired on Monday for 
victims of the 11 
September attacks to 
claim compensation from 
a special US Government 
fund. 

The fund w-as created by 
Congress just weeks after 
the 2001 attacks. 

It offers compensation to 
the families of those 
killed and injured - as 
long as they renounce all 
rights to sue the airlines 
used in the attacks. 


Dec 23—At least eight 
Palestinians have been 
killed in an Israeli raid in 
the southern Gaza Strip. 
Palestinians say. 

Witnesses said about 40 
tanks and armoured 
vehicles entered Rafah 
refugee camp on the 
Gaza-Egypt border.. Israel 
says the operation was 
aimed at destroying 
tunnels used to smuggle 


used as a scapegoat in a row 
over the alleged transfer of 
nuclear technology to Iran. 

The scientist, Abdul Qadeer 
Khan, played a key role in 
developing the country's 
nuclear bomb. 

Dr Khan is one of a number 
of nuclear scientists who 
have been questioned by 
Pakistani authorities. 

Pakistan launched an 
investigation following 
information from Iran and 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency. Dr Khan's 
daughter. Dina Khan, told 
BBC World Service's 


day have been lodging 
claims as the deadline to do 
so has loomed. 


Many family members of 
those killed said it was too 
early to make decisions 
involving money; others 
said they wanted to keep 
their options open and to 
see if it was going to prove 
feasible to sue the airlines 
instead. Slowly, more and 


explosives from Egypt into 
Gaza. 

Hours earlier two Israeli 
army officers died in an 
ambush in the central Gaza 
Strip, making it one of the 
bloodiest days in the region 
for months. It also came in 
the wake of the first visit to 
Israel for two years by 
Egypt's Foreign Minister 
Ahmed Maher, who was 
hoping to revive the 


Newshour programme she 
was concerned about what 
would happen to him next. 

"My father is being made a 
scapegoat for the use of other 
people." Ms Khan said. 

"We are getting a lot of 
shocked reactions. The 
situation is very strange. We 
don't really know why it's 
happening and what's going 
to happen." 

On Tuesday, a Pakistani 
foreign ministry spokesman 
said some of its nuclear 
scientists may have passed 
sensitive nuclear technology 
to Iran out of personal greed 
and ambition. 

The spokesman, Masood 


government's offer. Ol 
those eligible. 92% of 
have now decided to claim 
compensation - a success 
for the fund, which for a 
long time had looked like 
it was going to fail as 
people chose to sue the 
airlines instead. 

About 70 of them have 
decided to do this. The\ 
are either able to weather 


process could take more 
than a decade to come to 
court - or want to use it to 
highlight what they say is 
negligence in the run up to 
the attacks on the part of 
the US Government. 

So far the compensation 
fund has resolved nearly 
1.800 claims, with the 


deadlocked Israel i- 

Palestinian peace process. 
But his talks were 
overshadowed when he 
was assaulted at al-Aqsa 
mosque in Jerusalem - an 
incident that highlighted 
the difficulty of his 
mission. 

Israeli police later detained 
seven Palestinians in 
connection with the 
assault. 


Khan, said it the allegations 
were true, legal action would 
be taken. 

He said no Pakistani state 
institution had ever 
transferred nuclear know¬ 
how'. and never would. 

But a former head of 
Pakistani intelligence. 
Hamid Gul, said it was 
impossible for eminent 
nuclear scientists to act 
independently without 
detection. 

He told the BBC 
comprehensive security 
and profiling arrangements 
follow them through their 
working lives and beyond 
into retirement. 


mine oi mem - 


along 


and inspired 
to keep 


people who survived -the average award to the 

In the past tew weeks as a tt ac ks but were injured - family of someone who 

have taken up the died being $1,8m. 


many as 50-60 people a 


Palestinians lied in Gaza Raid 


an atheist for saying anything |)ec 24 „ The famj|y of 


Pakistani Scientist ’a Scapegoat 1 


bad about jihadis 


prominent Pakistani 

scientist says he is being 


When it was first opened, the financial hardship 
the claim fund had few caused by the loss of a 
takers family member - as the 
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